St John the Baptist
Primary School

‘Working together in friendship and faith, learning for life.’

Welcome
Welcome to our school.
We are pleased to present this prospectus to you and hope
that on reading it you are encouraged to find out more about
us. We also hope that it forms the beginning of a long and happy
association between school and your family.
St. John’s is a Church of England School and as such offers
something unique. We are proud to provide a Christian Education
in the heart of the community. As a Church school we have a strong
commitment to the teaching of Christianity that recognises values
and celebrates cultural diversity. The Christian ethos of our school
is reflected in a positive atmosphere that fosters high academic
standards as well as nurturing children’s social development.
We operate a policy of equal opportunity and place great emphasis on
high standards of work and behaviour. We believe that pupils should
enjoy learning and education and see it as a something that will enrich
their life and open up the future.

OUR VISION
AND AIMS
St John’s Primary School aims to serve
its pupils and community by providing
education of the highest quality.
Inspired by faith and together with our
parents, churches and communities, we
aim to:
l

l

l

l

l

Support each person to reach their
full potential in body, mind, heart 		
and spirit
Promote a love of learning in a safe
and happy school, where every 		
person matters
Provide a creative and challenging
learning environment that promotes
resilience and self-esteem
Deliver a creative curriculum that
develops independence, curiosity
and persistence in all our pupils
Prepare children for entry into the
wider community by encouraging
positive links between home, the
school and a global society
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EYFS
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the
beginning of a child’s education.
St John’s EYFS is an integrated unit where
children learn through carefully planned and
well-resourced activities. This ensures all children
make good progress through the 7 areas of
learning, working within the Early Learning Goals.
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OFSTED

Our aim is for all children and their parents to
feel happy, safe and secure in a stimulating
and exciting environment. All children are
valued equally and are able to succeed within
an environment which encompasses the
development of caring relationships with adults
and other children. Children have an identified
key worker who supports their personal and
social development and who ensures a working
relationship between home and school.
Children build on what they already know and
can do. They are assessed on-entry which ensures
that learning is personalised and that activities are
matched to individual needs, enabling them to
succeed and develop rapidly in order to reach their
full potential.

KS1
At St John’s, learning is based on a curriculum for the 21st century which
supports all children’s development both socially and academically.
The educational opportunities provided encompass the conditions for
effective learning. This includes children at every age and stage:
l

Knowing what they are going to learn

l

Knowing how to be successful

l

Being able to assess their own and the learning of others

l

Receiving feedback that helps them to identify what to do next

l

Having time to reflect and review their work using assessment
information with help from the teacher or a peer
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The ‘basic’ school curriculum includes the ‘National Curriculum’
(NC) as well as religious education and sex education. In order
to ensure children experience exciting and vibrant learning
opportunities which deliver the National Curriculum in a more
integrated way we use a thematic topic based approach
that includes trips, visitors and theme days. This enables a
more bespoke and personalised curriculum to be offered,
which fosters a high level of enthusiasm and a thirst for more
knowledge and understanding, underpinned by key skills and
attitudes.
At KS1 (infants) the emphasis is on basic skills of literacy and
numeracy, phonics and developing fundamental skills for
learning. This is delivered via formal teaching and learning
opportunities, independent learning in continuous provision
and outdoor learning experiences.
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KS2
At KS2 (juniors) the emphasis is on further
embedding basic skills of literacy and numeracy,
developing children’s mastery in these core
areas and applying fundamental skills for
learning. This is delivered via formal teaching
and learning opportunities, independent learning
opportunities and child led learning. Expectations
of children are high, supported by outstanding
teaching and children’s love of learning and
independence, resilience and creativity.

kes
a
t
l
o
o
h
c
s
e
h
‘T
of
e
r
a
c
g
in
d
n
a
t
outs
all pupils.’
OFTSED

ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING
To ensure children achieve well, progress is carefully and constantly monitored and recorded throughout
the year, allowing teachers to challenge children, identify and support gaps in children’s knowledge and
understanding and inform children of their progress and next steps in learning. This occurs via verbal
feedback, marking in books, peer and self-review and periodic tests and quizzes. Parents are kept informed
of their child’s progress via parent’s evenings and end of year reports.
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IN AND BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
At St John’s children are seen ‘in the round’. We believe that spiritual and personal growth is as important as academic achievement.
Opportunities to support this development are central to the school’s ethos. These include the opportunities to; play a musical instrument,
take part in sports activities, super-learning days, charitable acts, clubs, plays, concerts, local and national events and much more. In this way,
each person is uniquely valued and their gifts and potential are nurtured and developed.

OUR VALUES
The school’s vision, summarised by the mission statement, ‘Learning together in
friendship and faith, learning for life’, is underpinned by its Christian ethos, which
permeates every aspect of school life. Our five core Christian values which are central to
the school ethos are; Love, Honesty, Faithfulness, Kindness and Forgiveness. These values
are the cornerstones of all that happens in school and rewarded as part of the school’s
positive behaviour policy.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
Children are proud to wear our school uniform as it creates a strong sense of belonging
to our school family and team effort.

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Clubs will be available for all children at KS2 during Club time on Friday afternoons. This
will ensure that all children have the opportunity to take part in a variety of clubs for a
term at a time.
Friday Clubs can include: Karate, Lego, Computer, Film, Photography, Crafts, Art, Drama,
Circuit Training, Dance, Yoga, Zumba and Gardening. The children choose which club
they would like to go to for the term, these are mixed age clubs.
There are also a number of after school clubs and events organised throughout the year.
After school activities can include: Football, Baking, Art, Street Dancing, Singing and
Acting, Gymnastics, Book Fairs, occasional theatre visits and Family Learning.

SJ’s - SCHOOL BASED CHILDCARE
In order to help working parents, we organise a before and after school facility, SJ’s, which is run
from school bungalow located on the school drive. It is run by two school based staff who offer
exciting educational and play facilities.
SJ’s runs from 8.15 a.m. – 9.00 a.m. and 3.15 p.m. – 4.30 p.m.
Information and application forms for SJ’s are available from the school office on the Infant site.

Love
Honesty
Faithfulness
Forgiveness
Kindness

Our School, a place to be…
If this is not a place where my spirits
can soar where do I go to fly?
If this is not a place where my tears are
understood where do I go to cry?
If this is not a place where my feelings
can be heard, where do I go to speak?
If this is not a place where my questions
can be asked, where do I go to seek?
If this is not a place where you will
accept me as I am, where do I go to be?
If this is not a place where I can try to
learn and grow, where can I be just me?
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